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UNWTO to UNCTAD Conference: “More Support for Sustainable Tourism
Needed”

E4: UNWTO, http://www.unwto.org, 2008.01.23
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Tourism offers the only sustainable development opportunity to many developing and
least developed countries. Consequently, UNWTO advocates the reinforcement of this
sector’'s role in assistance programmes and projects by mainstreaming tourism into
general policies. This is the message delivered by UNWTO at the Xl United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 20 — 25 April 2008, in Accra, Ghana.

“On the whole, developing countries are the principal beneficiaries of international
tourism trade, achieving a surplus in their tourism balance of payments which can fund
imports of food and energy resources, development plans, or contribute to debt
reduction”, said UNWTO Director of Programme and Coordination, Eugenio Yunis, at the

)

Ik
0

FX| ALK 2 A| A Ellwww.tour.go.kr)-page 2




XIlI' UNCTAD Conference.

The Conference, attended by several Heads of State and numerous ministers from all
over the world, addresses the implications that the current rise in food prices as well as
the financial crisis in some rich nations may have on least developed countries.

Undisputed development potential

Tourism is today one of the leading sectors of international trade in services and one of
the top export items for many countries. Since the year 2000, developing countries have
led international tourism growth and reached a current market share of 40%:

* |n 2007 international tourist arrivals reached new record figures close to 900 million,
generating way over US$ 730 billion for recipient countries;

* from 2000-2007, international tourist arrivals in developing countries increased by 54%,
reaching 360 million;

* tourism growth in the 50 least developed countries increased by 110% between
2000-2007 (20% in developed countries).

Mainstreaming tourism development

Against the background of the solid economic development potential of international
tourism, UNWTO recommends the participation of local communities and other
stakeholders in tourism development. This requires the active involvement and leadership
of governments and the reinforcement of the role of sustainable tourism in the general
development policy.

“The successful implementation of tourism policies — focused on technical cooperation,
development financing, or poverty alleviation programmes — is poof of the key support of
this sector to sustainable development. Mainstreaming tourism policy into the broader
development agenda represents therefore a further step towards achieving the UN
Millennium Development Goals”, Mr. Yunis added.

UNWTO encourages governments to play a vital role in tourism, in partnership with the
private sector, local authorities and non—-governmental organizations.
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OECD ministers to discuss climate change, trade and global economy at

annual meeting, Paris, 4-5 June 2008

ZHd: OBED, http:/lwww.oecd.org, 2008.0LL.2 1
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The economic impact of climate change, rising food prices and a broad range of other
trade, growth and development issues will be discussed at the OECD’s annual ministerial
meeting in Paris on 4-5 June 2008. France, represented by Christine Lagarde, Minister for
the Economy, Industry and Employment, will chair the meeting, with Mexico and
Switzerland as Vice—Chairs.
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Here is a preliminary timetable of related events, all at OECD headquarters, 2 Rue
Andre Pascal, Paris 75016.

Monday 28 April — Tuesday 29 April 2008

OECD Environment Ministers meeting — Ministers from OECD countries and emerging
economies will discuss how best to tackle climate change and the links between global
competitiveness and environmental policies. News conference at 3.15 p.m. on Tuesday 29 April.

Thursday 29 May 2008

OECD/FAO Agricultural Outlook — News conference with Angel Gurria, Secretary—General
of the OECD and Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organisation, to present trends and forecasts in world agriculture and review the impact of
rising food prices. Time to be confirmed.

Tuesday 3 June — Wednesday 4 June 2008

OECD Forum 2008 - Government leaders, OECD experts and representatives of
business, labour, civil society and the media will debate the issues on the ministerial
meeting agenda. Speakers will include: Prince Albert Il of Monaco; Doris Leuthard,
Switzerland’s Federal Councillor for Economic Affairs; Jean—-Claude Trichet, President of
the European Central Bank; Yvo de Boer, Executive Secretary of the United Nations
Framework on Climate Change; and OECD Secretary—General Angel Gurria. Open to the
media

Wednesday 4 June 2008

OECD Economic Outlook — News conference with OECD Secretary—General Angel Gurria
and Jorgen Elmeskov, Acting Chief Economist, to present the Organisation’s latest
analysis and growth projections for world’s major economies. 11.00 a.m, webcast live on
www.oecd.org.

Thursday 5 June 2008

Final news conference with Christine Lagarde, French Minister of Economy, Industry and
Employment and chair of the ministerial meeting and OECD Secretary—General Angel
Gurria to present the conclusions of the meeting. 3.45 p.m. (to be confirmed).

Ministers from Brazil, China, India, Indonesia and South Africa have been invited to attend
the ministerial meeting, as have ministers from Chile, Estonia, Israel, Russia and Slovenia,
the five candidate countries for accession to OECD (www.oecd.org/membershiptalks).
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For further information on the Environment Ministers meeting, journalists should contact
Helen Fisher in OECD’s Media Division (e-mail: helen.fisher @ oecd.org ; tel. +33 1 45
24 80 97).

To register for the Agricultural Outlook 2008 news conference or obtain an embargoed
copy in advance, journalists should contact Stephen Di Biasio in OECD’s Media Division
(e-mail: stephen.dibiasio @ oecd.org ; tel. +33 1 45 24 81 03).

Asia Pacific Slowly Wakes Up to Carbon-Neutral Tourism

Ed: PATA, http://www.pata.ore, 2008.0LL.29
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Asia's carbon—neutral pioneers say this is already bringing them credibility in lucrative

longhaul markets such as Europe and North America. These are markets where an
increasing number of consumers and tour operators now insist on green benchmarking
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before booking hotels, tours and ground handling services in Asia Pacific.

Edwin Fuller, President and Managing Director of Marriott Lodging International admitted
to delegates at the PATA CEO Challenge 2008: Confronting Climate Change in Bangkok
today: "In Europe, consumers say: ‘We will not buy your hotel unless you have an
environmental program we can see.""

Unsurprisingly, those environmental programs are now springing up in the private sector,
despite a lack of incentives or environmental policy initiatives at government level in Asia.

In the private sector, for example, Six Senses Resorts & Spas now invests 0.5% of
gross income from each hotel back into a sustainable, environmental and responsible
fund (SERF). This averages out at US$100,000 per hotel per year across the group.

Six Senses' carbon offset program now replaces all carbon emissions from guests'
flights as well as emissions from hotel operations. The company offsets emissions from
coal fired power plants in South India by replacing them with wind turbines.

Banyan Tree Hotels and Resorts has a corporate goal to cut carbon emissions between
10-30% per property and 20% across the group within 12 months.

Marriott aims to reduce emissions by 20% in 10 years. Ninety—six percent of its hotels
have embraced recycling. The remaining 4% can't do it yet, because they lack support or
facilities from the surrounding communities.

Australia—based tour operator Intrepid Travel aims to become a carbon—-neutral company
by the end of 2009.

Whole destinations such as Sri Lanka and New Zealand are striving towards
carbon—neutral status. New Zealand aspires to become a fully sustainable, carbon neutral,
destination by 2015. Sri Lanka is adopting multiple environmental codes. It aims to be
carbon—neutral within 10 years by positioning itself as a "Tourism Earth Lung".

"We're offsetting, which also offsets the guilt of the longhaul market," said Mr Renton
de Alwis, Chairman of the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority.

Speakers at the PATA CEO Challenge said it was crucial to get staff fully motivated
and empowered on carbon neutral objectives. They identified the need for local supply
chains to create "zero food miles".
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Representatives from leading companies such as Banyan Tree, Intrepid Travel and
Europe—based TUI told delegates that they were more than happy to share carbon—neutral
best practice techniques with small companies in Asia Pacific who may lack investment.

Mr Sonu Shivdasani, Chairman and CEO of Six Senses, summed up the direction the
tourism industry is heading. He told delegates: "The travel industry needs sweeping goals.
Not improvements of 10 to 20%, but 50 to 100%. Goals need to be structured in profit
and loss plans. Eventually, we need to offset travel entirely," he said.

Amex Business Travel Index Shows Domestic Fares Flatten

E71: Business Travel News Online (BTNOIine), http://www.btnmag.com, 2008.0U. 15
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Domestic airfares remained relatively flat in 2007, unlike rising prices for international air
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service, car rental and hotels, according to American Express Business Travel's 2007
Business Travel Monitor, released today, which analyzes North America—based travel
reservations pricing data.

The study showed the most significant increases on international airfares and room rates.
International average airfares increased 7.6 percent to $1,836, the largest annual increase
since the Monitor began in 1999. The average domestic airfare decreased $1 to $230.

Average airfares paid are calculated using one-way averages paid by all business
travelers booked by American Express Business Travel and includes multiple fare types
including first class, unrestricted and discount fares.

The company noted that business airfares are "generally the lowest refundable economy
fare available to the business traveler.

"Travelers heeded the call to book their trips further in advance by taking advantage of
lower, advance purchase fares," said vice president and general manager Herve Sedky,
who earlier this month became head of the company's advisory services consulting group.

"Meanwhile, the continued expansion of low—fare models was counter-balanced by a
slowdown in network airlines' capacity growth."

While no refuge was found in the domestic and international hotel markets as rates
increased 11.3 percent to $157 and 7.6 percent to $266, respectively, advisory services
hotel practice leader Priscilla Campbell said increases started to level off at the end of
2007 and have continued to do so in early 2008.

"We've started to see a stabilization in the levels of increases that have taken place,"

she said. "As 2007 started to wrap up and programs were coming to an end, there
were definitely increases that took place, but they weren't as dramatic as they had been
in prior years."

The Monitor also provided a pricing analysis of the hotel tiers in the top 34 domestic
markets, which experienced an overall 10 percent increase in the fourth quarter of 2007
compared with the fourth quarter of the prior year.

The largest increases were in the economy, midscale and deluxe tiers at 13.4 percent,
9.5 percent and 11.6 percent, respectively. Those 34 markets saw a closing of chasms
between tiers as some buyers "tier down" hotel programs and lower-tier hotels expand
services and amenities, according to Campbell.
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"The lower tiers are bringing their prices up because now they are more in demand,"
she said. "lt's blurring the lines a bit."

Domestic car rental rates increased 4.4 percent to $72. The average daily cost for car
rentals data is derived from Amex corporate card data and includes all charges incurred
during a rental period including mileage, gas, tax and insurance.

[FHH=] Festivals have a huge economic impact

£H: CGanadian Tourism Commission(CTC), http:/lwww.corporate.canada.tiravel, 2008.0l.16
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Denis Lalonde of LesAffaires.com reports a new study has found that 91 festivals and
local events held in Quebec each year constitute an essential economic engine for the

province's tourism industry.

The research by CFM Strategies for Festivals et Evenements Quebec (FEQ), found that
festivals attract nearly 1.2 million visitors annually, 56% of which are local residents. Forty
three per cent travelled more than 40 kilometers to participate, and 1% are from outside

the province.

A sample analysis of 10 festivals found that together they generate economic returns of
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$42 million when tourism and organizational spendings are combined.

"Not only do regional festivals and events stimulate the economy in the area where they

take place, they also incite Quebeckers to spend more time in their province and to visit

Quebec's regions by offering them recreational and tourism opportunities in our own
territory," said executive director of Festivals et Evenements Quebec, Pierre—Paul Leduc.

The study also shows that regional festivals rank at 86% as a measure of how

important a role they play in the choice of a destination.

[5=] Hainan unveils 20-year tourism plan
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TOURISM officials in China’s Hainan province have released details of a new plan to
develop the island into a major international tourist destination by 2028.

The island’s vice—governor, Mr Chen Cheng, said it would take 20 years to fully

modernise tourist facilities in the area.
He added Hainan would continue to offer visa—free entry to international tourists,

liberalise air access to and from the island, encourage more international travel agents to

establish a base on the island, and open a number of duty—free shops.
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In 2007, Hainan saw 18.4 million tourists, accounting for 14 per cent of the island’s
GDP. (source:TTGTravelHub.net)
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